Decontamination issues and perceived reliability of the laryngoscope--a clinician's perspective.
The laryngoscope is identified as a potential vector for cross-infection. Case reports are presented, as are reports of bacterial and occult blood contamination of laryngoscope blades and handles. Infection control policies covering laryngoscope blade and handle processing are outlined relative to procedures of a teaching hospital department. Repeated decontamination of laryngoscope blades has resulted in a perceived decrease in reliability. This is reflected in a departmental survey where 86% of respondents consider the standard laryngoscope is only intermittently reliable and that there is room for improvement.